Method Outline

- or everything you need to know to write your methods section without having to write a full methods section – could I write your methods section after reading your outline?

obviously you don’t have all the information on who participated and what happened but you can say what you  are hoping for….

Participants 

• Who participated?

• How many?

• How were they recruited/selected?

• Relevant subject attributes ( gender..)

Stimulus/Materials

• How were the stimuli constructed/chosen?

• Do you plan to do a pilot test of stimuli?

• How many stimuli?

• Describe the characteristics of the stimuli.. duration, size, 

• Name or describe the questionnaires to be used

Procedure

• Describe the experimental procedure. 

• What are the participants going to do? ….details matter 

• What instructions are you going to give subjects

• How are you going to present stimulus and how are you going to prevent confounds.

• What are you going to hold constant?

• Exactly how are you going to measure your dependant variable?

• What kind of analysis do you think you will be able to use?

